OVIE investors with
59.7 million 1o fuel a
new Australian feature

will find a mate in the shape of
former Australian army offi-
cer turned Gold Coast inde-

nendent  producer George
riend
Friend, who was bitten by i1he

film-making bug peodecing 1he 50-
minmte Australian Army Training
Command documentary Kokods
The Bloody Track, i the guiding
lsgha d Resing Sus Films

The company has several commer-
cial Enons ibe fire W the fodm of
contepls amd treatments, as well as a
bes

burming hotter tham the rest

Kaokodla hai Becoms mane thas a
World War Il landmark for the for
mer TS5 and Miami High schoalboy
who rose 10 the rank of major in the
army before undertaking the biggest
buziness campaign of his life

Fricnd's approach to making Ko
koda the feature film s nothing short
of u strategy from the likes of Alexan-
der the Grest or Mapoleoa a3 a keen
malitaristsc sheen shines from the
while proposal

The film-makess’ Benowa home
could casily be commasd headguar-
ters complete with storyboards owtline
ing the whale script from the pen of
YViciorian scribe Jokn Dixoa, who

wrode Man from Snowy River and
then wrote, directed and produced the
T¥ mini-series Aneacs

Indeed, Fricnd, wha loves io remi-
misce an lormer victories sesch as 1he
batile of the ratimgs which carned his
Kakoda — The Bloody Track an un-
precedented No 2 spol in prime view-
img time on Channel 7 on Anzac Day
1992, has b own strabegic Cabinet

The lime-up remarkably also in-
cludes 3 one-tumes conlidential aid 1o
farmer lapancse Prime Minister Mo-
busuke Kiske, Toiz Komdo, who
ranks the Gold Coast as paradise an
earth sisc: coming to live here nearly
a docade ago.

Friend cheerfully Boasis 1hat Dix-
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on's slory which the wriler alio

lans io direc will carry the
loga “Twa sides — Ome story” and
imterest in the project is sirong
amang ke Japanese

“There's been imteresi from
Jack Thompson amd maybe Guy
Pearce il Be's available when the
ihonl gets under way, but jest ap
imporiani is the entbusiasm of
Japanese lesding actors Remtaro
Mikuni and Youki Kedoh,” sxys
Friend.

“He's considered something of
an Orson Welles im his own coun-
try and Youki Kudoh (star of
Heaven's Burming) is a pop star
turmed actress ke Kylie Minogue
ar perhaps even higger.

“The Backing for Kokods the
mevie is jusi as likely 10 come
fram ibe Japancse as Australian
invesiors a8 the projoct has gener-
ated a preat deal of interest and
wappon ihere”

The Friend contingent has de-
veloped sirong thes with Japan as
varicus ofganisations in both
countres have taken s sirosg (G-
nancial and cubteral interest in the
script development

There have been conferences,
meclings and dinmers with sumer-
os |uminaries and 1rips fo Can-
berra and Tokywe to lobby and ne-

| potinte with political, social and

cultural leaders from all walks of
Iife:

Mr Kondo told the Bullenin
last year that Kokoda The

Bloody Track had far reaching
benefits in brimging 1he 1wo coun-
tries closer a8 o clearly deman
strgted the meaninghess of war on
both sides.

“Thiz was an Ausiralias Army
documeniary bui {t did sol rids-
cule 1ke lapancic soldiers, sbowt
T of whom lost their lives |
the Kokoda campaign.™ he tald re-
porier Direna Parrimglon.

It treated them as equally gal-
lant and showed the haman aspect
from both sides ihrough wnbiased
eyes.”

The Kokoda Campaign, which
was Begun with soldiers from as
Australian Batialion as voung as
IT amd 1B, who in 1942 were
rushed 1o New Guinea to hold the
frond line against &000 Japancic
troops, has become etched inta the
natsonal comsciousncss and rated
&5 sapnifcant as Gallipoli

Rizigg Sun's film, bowever,
lakes the Kokoda Campaign,
which resulted in an Australian
wictory, as a backdrop to a wniver-
sal story about fwo mes coming 1o
ferms with their past during a com-
temparary journcy of self-discov-
ey

The story moves flaidly across
hall a century as Japamcie busi-
nessman Takeshi Shimaru and
tough Australiam battler Les Wil-
son Mo Ehemselves thrown topeth-
er in the wilds of the Owen Stan-
ley Ramges

Dixoa’s story m tald in the form

of & moderm love stary, whic
evalves betwees the old me
young companions. Maskbacks 10
the oaly battle fought in direct de-
fence of Australian territory. and
an arducus life-ihreatening josr-
mey throegh the jungle 1o safety

Friend describes Kokeda as an
action adventure with a strong
dramatic thread which would be
Mimed in the Gold Coast Himter-
land and the theme as one which
descrves @ place bn the Australian
payche.

“This was no Imperial adven-
ture a1 the bebest of Mother En-
glamd but o desperate all-Austra-
liam stond cm tbe frontiers of owr
own coumry,” says Friend

“The saldiers were half-Lrained
kids, many of them these davs
would still be at high school, and
the fact 1hat few of them ran away
atill compels ademiration eves a1
this distance,”

Friend concedes that $9.7 mil-
Hon 18 a high price 1o pay for am
Australian festure, but argues
that's what it's poing to take 1o da
the jobs and paints 1o the populari
¥ of films such as Vielnam, Pla-
tocn, Full Metal Jacket, Born On
4th of July and The Enghsh Pa-
neml ad an indicator

“1 also believe the special inter-
st showm by the Japamese pres-
ents the possshility of mowing mta
s markel the Australians woald
never have cosskdered befare,”
says Friend




