Joint venture offers
boost for business

SMALL business oper-
ators on the GI:M
Coast will be trans-
formed into aggressive
operators ‘cipable of
competing in thetough
global market under a
joint venture project
launched yesterday.

The Queensland
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry and Califor-
nia's UCLA university
have joined forces in the
prajecl.

UCLA senior lecturer
Alan Carsrud said 19
Gold Coast companies
were in the running to be-
come part of the pilot
program.

“We are looking at
businesses specialising in
a wide range of areas
such as 3D software, mi-
crowave technology, en-
tertainment and film
making, [linance, laser
technology, information
technology and a number
of other boutique
operations,” he smid= -

Mr Carsrud said busi-
nesses chosen  far the
UCLA Venture Devel
ment Program - would
work with 65 masters in
business administration
students forming short
and long-term marketing
strategies.

“We have seer world

class potential in*# large

number of businesses on
the Gold Coast and our
students are very excited
to be working with them,”
he said.

“l have been amazed

by NATALIE EVANS

at the level of sophistica-
tion and technology avail-
able on the Gold Coast.”

Mr Carsrud said the
rators of eight to 10
old Coast companies
would fly to the US and
spend 72 hours in an in-
tensive strategic planning
session before being pres-
ented to local investors.

QCCI Gold Coast
president Bob Scott said
Griffith and Bond univer-
sities would be working
closely with the UCLA
students.

“We have been con-
cerned that small business
has the potential to per-
fect technology but lacks
the capacity to expand
and create job opportuni-

ties,” he saud.

“The project will en-
able high tech operations
to grow into business or-
ganisations. beyond _their
Smtrildut dreams,” said Mz

i

TEAMWORK: QCCl's Bob Scott (left) and Alan
Carsrud at the launch of the joint venture
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