OL]j = Coast - film
maker, producer and

ex-army officer George .
L

Friend, who has been
ﬁghtmg a war of his own:

for. the  past 18 months, ;

ha$ ﬁnallgg kicked down
thé door that slammed
shut on independent
film makers in Sept-
ember 2001.

Mr Friend, who. was.
adVised of the probleml -
April 2002 by his lawyer,

soon realised that the re-, -:

fundable - tax offset
legislation . designed to
give offshore investors in-
centives to * back

Austialian films had one-
fundamental flaw. -
It prevented -all film

scheme if they had a: pr0~
visional certifiéate.~In
other words, those -who
have certification to oper-
ate in Australia.

" “The claim ‘was- we 7~

were ‘double- dipping*to”
have access to- both the

Australian and internas: ”
tional market. It was ai L't
fundamental flaw --that ‘b
-§ pportf“ romfederal MPs ©
S“Midrgaret
stroymg the nine years of - B

halted all negotiations.--
with my mvestors, de~

work it took to get to that
point.” Mr Friend said,..

Mr Friend, who-ownisi:

Rising Sun Films, has
spent more than 11 years

working on the feature -

film  Kokodal;  a film .
which follows the story of
two veterans of the Koko-
da Track, one Australian
and one Japanese whose
lives once again are,
drawn back - to Papua

New Guinea, whére they ™ i ‘me d

relive the events.

“My ambition is to
create a commercial,
majnstream theatrical ex-

¥
[ TR

pcrlence that réveals the
iconic’ events of the, Ko-
koda trail in World War

“This, film will not on-
ly.-educate generations of

‘Australians about the Ko-
koda'Track, it will ensure

that the veterans get the

- credit they deserve,” he
.. said.
.. - Aformer army officer;

Mr Frlend ‘developed a an

~intergst in : Kokoda~in
:1989:when he toured. the

‘track about which heJater
developed a documenitan

entitled Kokoda — The:

BIoody Track.

The documentary won-
“international acclai

Discovery Chanréel a
‘Australian-television; ig
ing his passion to

“eréate a fedfure film on
one.of the key_turning’;

points in Australia’s his-
tory.
_Wrth 1nvestors

ling under way; all of

ianks to: cou’ti'n'uoﬁs'

Ma

(McPherson) and Steven'

Ciobo (Moncrleft) and’
peratlon from-Sena.

w1 Heléh"Coonan -and
_§enator Rod Kemp, ithas -

bekn rectified.

“P'mrelated about: the’
‘changes 1t’s a landmark
decision, most;»def'mtely
a turnmg point in history-

and, although I’ve be
lefta brt»battle iscdrréd
gk in, the-; saddle

can er‘
5 but,

‘se- .

| and “produdtion’ ' brij

Mi *Friend’s work- wa N
placed in jeopardy when * -
the flaw was discovered;

tion but; :‘t'hanks' to Mar-

garet May,Steven Ciobo,
and . Senators Helen
Coonan and Rod Kemp,
it has been done,” Mr
Friend said. - '

Steven' .Cioboy ‘has

been very supportive of

the changes and believes
it was 1mperat1ve to the
film industry, in particu-
lar on.the Gold Coast, to
have such opportumtles
“I am committed to
help.grow the Coast’s film
andteleyision: 1ndustry by
nurturmg the creativity

and initiative! of our art-_

ists and entrepreneurs,

-cre g_}emp]oyment op-
) and-

‘)iurrt les

o,
e')new changes are

Th

expected to'generate fan-.
tastic: opportunities for-

Australran film makers,
pavnngl the. way -for a

9 with
stralian: films cntermg
rket

v 'eVolvmg, and film festl-
“vals®that are glvmg kid
“th

gportumty to bf

encourage offshoreinves- |

“tors t0 pay attention-and.
invest™ in Australian-
films;}” Mr Frlend said,.:

River Onegnd;T o,

rgone;iip’to
'%?he B"u

ajid prosperous fu-"-
=arore

w

ready to be produced and
" will'be in the market soon

enough,

“My greatest joy is to
entertain, to produce, to
capture the attention of
audiences and send out a
message. After all, film is
the best medium to deliv-
er a message and as afilm
maker that is a big re-
sponsibility,” Mr Friend

. said.

For aspiring film mak-
ers and producers, Mr "
Friend has these words of
advice, '

“Hold on to your vi-
sion, ‘stay true-to: it, do -
whatever -it: takes- both—r
here and overseas, look at

yourself and the things

e, while

f,also being‘aware of the
“reality of industry.

“It is a competitive
and complex market but
now that this door has
been wrenched open, the=-

‘Australian. Film Industry.”

can iry to make signifi-

. cant progress,-with--all—
. this talent fi inally having

the opportunity to be re-
vealed,” he sald
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